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SUBJECT: HIGH MILITARY OFFICIALS SPEAK ON POLITICAL, MILITARY TOPICS 

1 . IN A SPEECH DELIVERED IN SEVILLE AND WIDELY HAILED 
IN THE PRESS FOR ITS POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE GENERAL 
GUTIERREZ MELLADO, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT FOR DEFENSE AFFAIRS, 
EXPRESSED THE ARMED FORCES ADHERENCE TO THE KING'S 
DIRECTIVES. 

UNDERSCORED THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RECENTLY CREATED 
DELEGATED COMMISSION FOR MILITARY AFFAIRS" 

IN DEMONSTRATING THE IMPORTANCE ATTACHED BY THE GOVT TO 
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THE URGENT SOLUTION OF MILITARY PROBLEMS. 

NOTED THE RECENT ROYAL DECREE ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
COULD REQUIRE REVISION DEPNEDING ON HOW IT WORKED OUT 
IN PRACTICE: 

REFERRED TO THE "OBLIGATORY NEUTRAILTY" OF THE 
ARMED FORCES WITH REGARD TO POLITICAL OPTIONS WHICH 
RESPECT LEGALITY AND ACCEPT THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


SOVEREIGNTY UNITY, INTEGRITY, SECURITY OF THE FATHERLAND 
AND LIBERTY OF ITS CITIZENS ", AND REFERRED TO AN UPCOMING 
DECREE (NOW ISSUED) ON MILITARY PARTICIPATION IN 
POLITICS: 

VOWED IMPROVEMENTS IN MILITARY TRAINING, FRINGE BENEFITS 
EQUIPMENT AND PROMOTIONS, 

PRAISED THE KING AND THE DECISION OF THE GOVT AND ITS 
PRIME MINISTER TO CONSOLIDATE THE CROWN FOR THE PERIOD 
WHICH IS NOW BEGINNING". 

SCORED DEFEATISTS AND DOOMS AYERS" 

HAILED THE PATRIOTISM OF THE GOVT AND ITS MEMBERS NOTING 
THAT FOUR OF THE MEMBERS ARE MILITARY. 

DECLARED "LET NO ONE, THEN, THINK THAT THE ERROR WILL 
BE COMMITTEED OF DROPPING ONE ELEMENT IN THE GUARDING OF 
OUR SECRED MISSION OF GUARANTEEING THE HONOR, THE 
S OVEREIGHTY THE INDEPENCE AND THE INTEGRITY OF 
OUR FATHERLAND", AND 

ASKED THAT THE RECENT DEATHS SERVE TO BRING UNITY AND 
PUT AN END TO VIOLENCE. 

2. IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 8 IN THE AFTER 

NOON INFORM ACIONES , NEW ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF VEGA RODRIGUEZ 
DECLARED THA ERMY IS "A DISPASSIONATE. ALTHOUGH CONCERNED 
OBSERVER" OF THE CURRENT POLITICAL PROCESS. 

AFFIRMED (IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION) "THE ARMY DOES 
NOT WISH IN ANY CASE THE ASSUPMTION OF POLITICAL POWER 
IT COULD IN VERY EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES, FILL A POWER 
VACUUM, BUT IN NO CASE DISPLACE LEGITIMATE (POWER)" 

ASSERTED FIRM UNITY WITH THE ARMY AND 
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DUCKED A QUESTION ABOUT THE ARMED FORCES, VIEW OF THE 
EVENTUAL ENTRY OF SPAIN INTO NATO. 

3. COMMENT THE WORDS OF NEITHER OF THESE TWO REFORM MINDED 
MILITARY LEADERS WERE NEW. BUT GUTIERREZ MELLADO'S WERE 
ISSUED ON THE HOME GROUND OF THE ULTRA CONSERVATIVE CAPTAIN 
GENERAL OF THE SEVILLE AREA, LT, GEN MERRY GORDON, AND 

THUS DOUBLY TESTIIFED TO THE STRENGTH OF THE FIRST VICE 
PRESIDENT'S CONVICTIONS ON THESE MATTERS AT THE SAME TIME 
HIS CONSIDERABLE EMPHAHASIS ON PAY.ALLOWNACES AND RETIREMENT 
MATTERS REFLECTS A LEVEL OF UNEASINESS IN THE MORE SENIOR 
RANKS OF THE ARMED FORCES ABOUT 

THIS ASPECT OF THE PROFESSIONAL REFORM EFFORT HE HAS SPEAR 
HEADED IN THE MILITARY. 

4. THE DECREE LAW ON POLITICAL AND LABOR ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE 
ARMED FORCES (TEXT BEING REPORTED BY SUDAO) WAS ISSUED BY 
THE GOVT ON FEB 10. ALTHOUGH SOME MILITARY OFFICERS MAY 

BE WONT TO SAY ITS WORDS CREATE NOTHING NEW. THE FACT OF ITS 
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ISSUEANCE CERTAINLY DOES, FOR BY PUTTING THE RULES IN 
WRITING THE LEADERSHIP IS BY IMPLICATION SAYING THAT 
WHAT HAS ALWASY BEEN PROHIBITED FOR OFFICERS DIFFERING 
FROM THE OFFICIAL LINE IS NOW PROHIBITED FOR ALL. IT 
SHOULD BE WELCOMED THUS, PARTICULARLY BY JUNIOR 
OFFICERS AS WELL AS BY THE REFORM MINDED IN CIVILIAN 
LIFE. 

5. IN THE ESTABLISHED LEXICON OF STATEMENTS IN THIS 

AREA, VEGA'S REMARK ABOUT A POWER VACUUM CAN IN NO WAY 
BE CONSTRUED AS THREATENING AND NO SUCH INTERPRETATION 
HAS BEEN MADE HDRE SO FAR AS WE HAVE HEARD. RATHER 
GUTIERREZ MELLADO AND THE GOVT. AND HE HIMSELF IS 
CONSIDERED ONE OF THE ARMY HIERARCHY'S ESTABLISHED 
SUPPORTED OF THE REFORM PROCESS AND THE MONARCHY. 

6. VEGA TOLD THE AMBASSADOR AT DINNER AT THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 MADRID 01142 111803Z 

RESIDENCE ON FEB 9 THAT HIS DECLARATIONS AND THOSE 
OF OTHER SENIOR ARMY LEADERS WERE AIMED AT HELPING 
THE GOVT TO CALM THE ATMOSPHERE DOWN SO THAT THE 
REFORM PROCESS COULD PROCEED NOTMALLY. HE STATED 
THAT SUPPORT FOR THE REFORM PROCESS WAS 
WIDESPREAD THROUGHOUT THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT 
HE STRONGLY EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE NAJORITY OF 
THE SPANISH PEOPLE WANTED A PEACEFUL TRANSITION TOWARD 
DEMOCRACY WITHOUT "ADVENTURES OF ANY SORT". STABLER 
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